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    As the final days of school come to a close, we have a lot of
activities planned: banquets, concerts, awards assemblies, field trips,
and sports events. For many kids, the countdown to the end of
school has begun. The class of 2022 is looking forward to their
upcoming commencement ceremony.

    We often think of graduation as an ending. Actually, the word
commencement means beginning. This event marks the end of
their years at St. John High School, but it marks the beginning of the
rest of their lives. As they move into the next phase of their lives, we
wish the senior class of 2022 all the best.

     I recently had the privilege to watch several of our graduating
seniors present their portfolios. I was blown away with how well
they did with their presentations. It was evident in their
presentations that the courses, activities, and programs we have in
place are helping them be successful. Nearly all of them talked
about how much the teachers and staff helped them along the way.
It was a good reminder of the great things we are doing here in our
district and made me very proud. I want to commend Lisa Cornwell
for getting senior portfolio project started and Joanna McAlister for
putting it all together. 

     Please check the calendar and our social media pages to stay in
the loop about end of the year activities. Take note that the last day
of school has changed. The last day for our senior class is May 11th.
The last day of school for the other students is May 19th.  School ---
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UPCOMING EVENTS

JH / HS BAND & CHOIR SPRING
CONCERT
May 9th @ 7pm Auditorium

ST JOHN TIGER BASKETBALL CAMP
June 6th - 16th

T o a d - a l l y  C o o l  P i c t u r e

PINT SIZED POLKAS - OPEN TO PUBLIC
June 6th @ 1:30pm

Join the Summer Reading Program Kick Off at
Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library

ST JOHN AROUND THE SQUARE JUBILEE
May 27th - 28th

Some of the school clubs / teams will be
participating in different fundraiser booths.
Look for them around the square! Times may
vary.

SENIORS LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
May 11th

PRESCHOOL GRADUATION
May 12th

ELEMENTARY FIELD DAY
May 13th

SENIOR CLASS NIGHT
May 13th

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
May 19th @ 11am

SHARE A STORY - SMOKY HILLS TV
June 8th @ 11am Open to Public

At Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library

 SHAWN REIDA MAGIC SHOW
June 10th  Open to Public

Adult Show at 9am.
Children's Show at 11am.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM
June 13th - July 29th

At Ida Long Goodman Memorial Library



SUPERINTENDENT NEWS       Currently, the state only appropriates
enough to cover 72% of excess costs. The
result is that our special education co-op
must assess local districts a higher fee to
cover that funding gap. We pay an additional
$124,000 from our general fund to make up
that difference. If state funding were
provided according to statute, that $124,000
would be freed up for other uses in our
general fund budget. 

     We will offer a summer meal program
once again this year. Lunch and breakfast is
provided free for everyone ages 18 and
under. Funding for this program is provided
by the federal school lunch program.
Breakfast will be provided to-go and can be
picked up between 8:00 and 8:30am. Lunch
will be served daily at 12:00-12:30 in the
school cafeteria from June 1st through June
30th.

     As always, if you’d like to visit about any
of these topics or have other questions or
concerns, I can be reached at 620-549-3564
or meyerj@usd350.com. I am proud to be a
Tiger and proud to serve USD 350 with
Purpose, Passion, and Pride

--- will dismiss at 11:00 that day and lunch
will not be served. Preschool and
Kindergarten graduations will go on as
scheduled on the calendar.

     Education is vastly different than it was
100 years ago and what it means to be a
teacher has evolved. A common definition
for teaching is to impart knowledge.
Technology has made it possible to have
unlimited knowledge at our fingertips. The
days are gone of the teacher having all of the
knowledge and transferring that to students. 
 
   Research still shows that the most
important factor in the success of a student is
the effectiveness of the teacher in the
classroom. The time that we were forced to
do “remote” learning has only reinforced that
fact. While technology tools can make
teaching and learning more dynamic and
effective, it cannot replace what teachers do
for students every day. 
 
     In May we celebrate teacher appreciation
week. I want to express thanks to all of the
teachers at USD 350 for choosing to make a
difference in the lives of our kids. I would
encourage you all to reach out to a teacher to
express appreciation for the great work they
do with our kids.

     As the legislative session comes to a close,
there was talk of adding funding for special
education to bring that up to the level
required by law. With the state’s budget
projected to end with a $2.7 billion surplus,
many thought this was the time to fix this
$150 million gap in funding. While base aid
has been increasing in recent years, special
education funding has not been keeping up
with increased costs.

Kansas law requires that the state cover 92%
of the excess costs for special education. 

M A Y   2 0 2 2 P a g e  3TIGER TALK

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1  
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2022 YEARBOOK ON SALE
FOR $40.00

C o n t a c t  f r o n t  o f f i c e  f o r  m o r e
i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h a n k  y o u !

mailto:meyerj@usd350.com


STUDENT MOMENTS1ST GRADE LEARNING HOW
TO USE GOOGLE MAPS
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STUDENT MOMENTS
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GREENHOUSE STUDENT
PLANTS



STUDENT MOMENTS
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Mr. Craven from St. John Police Department
took Ely for a ride in his police car and
showed him around the office, because this is
Ely's life goal is to become a police officer.
We sure appreciate their support of our
students!

SAFE CONFERENCE 2022



    Both kindergarten classes incubated and
hatched chicken eggs this month! Funding for
the incubation project was provided by Tiger
Town and the Enrichment Foundation and Mr.
Norman Cooper provided the chicken eggs.
Alicia Boor from the Barton County Extension
Office helped the kindergarteners label and set
all 24 eggs on April 5th. As part of our Tiger
Town grant project, the kindergarten students
were able to go to Tiger Town on the afternoon
of April 11th where they learned about how a
pizza is made, ingredients, and measuring. Mrs.
Boor returned again on April 18th to candle the
eggs and monitor chick progress. After candling
the eggs, the kindergarten students had 14 eggs
that were fertilized and developing
appropriately. On Monday, April 25th our
Bantam eggs (which have a shorter incubation
period, made their first pip, which is the first
crack in the egg to start the hatching process. On
Tuesday, April 26th, three Bantam chicks were
waiting for the students when they arrived that
morning. Kindergarten and preschool students
were able to watch the first larger egg hatch live!
Throughout the day, more chicks hatched! 

Thank you so much to Tiger Town and the
Enrichment Foundation, Mr. Cooper, and Mrs.
Boor. WIthout your support, we would not have
been able to provide this amazing learning
opportunity for our students!

STUDENT MOMENTS
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KINDERGARTEN CHICK
PROJECT
e d i t e d  b y  M r s . C h r i s t i a n s e n



STUDENT MOMENTS
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STUDENT MOMENTS

P i c t u r e s  b y  D i c k  S m i t h

5TH AND 6TH GRADE
ROBOTICS SHOW & TELL
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STUDENT MOMENTS
b y  M r s .  M c A l i s t e r

SENIOR INTERVIEWS
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STUDENT MOMENTS

b y  M r s .  B e h n k e

CPL ART SHOW 2022
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St. John Art students had an amazing
showing at the CLP art show. 8 of the 9 CPL
league schools came to play and the
competitioncompetition was fierce. Each school brought their best 30 art works. We brought back a total of 18
medals and certificates. Including Overall Best in Show, 3D Best in Show and the Student Choice
Award. It is tough enough placing in any category. Bringing home one best in show is unusual, but
we captured 3 this year! When you see these students please congratulate them. I want to express
how truly proud I am of you all.



STUDENT MOMENTS
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STUDENT MOMENTS
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       The 2022-2023 school year will mark the ten-year anniversary of the St. John Comic
Book Club: Ten years, my how times flies! Then with the success of the Comic Book Club
came the Chess Club which I started in 2018.

      Before I thought of the idea of starting a comic book club, I noticed that several students
would talk about superheroes, Anime, and other similar topics. I also observed that a lot of
those same students weren’t involved in any sports, scholars bowl, vocal, band or drama. I
thought about when I was in high school and all the great memories of playing sports; of
being on the baseball & football teams and being on the NJROTC rifle drill team. 

       But the memories that stuck out the most during my high school career was when my
friends and I would get together and talk, or rather have heated debates, about our favorite
superheroes and who would win in a fight between Superman or the Hulk, Captain America
or Batman. We talked about the latest comic book, science fiction, fantasy, or horror novel
we’ve read. We talked about the latest Star Wars or Star Trek movie and which characters
were our favorite and why.

       I wanted to create those fun memories for students who liked talking about all things pop
culture.

        So, when I asked a few students if they would be interested in starting a Comic Book Club
the response was overwhelmingly positive. At our first meeting we had thirty members.
Thirty! This was, for me, a very positive beginning to something that I didn’t realize would
last for nearly ten years.

        Over the last nine years the club members have discussed and debated various topics up
to and including who would win in a battle between the Hulk and Superman. While I’m a
huge Marvel Zombie, my money is on Superman. Sorry, Hulk.

       The club has sponsored a variety of events including the May 4th Star Wars Day, Free
Comic Book Day, RPG (Role Playing Games) Card and Video Game Tournaments.

       Throughout the years members of the club have held fund raisers to raise money for trips
to Wichita comic book shops, going to see superhero movies, and the Smallville Comic Con
held in Hutchinson. Sometimes keeping some of the younger members on task during
concessions during basketball games was like herding squirrels. Hence all the gray hairs I now
have. ;- ) 

TEN YEARS OF THE ST. JOHN COMIC BOOK CLUB
b y  M r .  B r y a n t ,  C l u b  S p o n s o r

COMIC BOOK CLUB
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COMIC BOOK CLUB
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      Thankfully the club seniors and officers present at the concessions stand helped maintain
order and wrangled in the squirrels.

      Speaking of the club officers; over the years I have modeled and taught leadership skills to
the club officers including event planning, meeting management, adaptability, active
listening, responsibility, accountability, public speaking, interpersonal & communication
skills, and most importantly; empathy. These are all transferable skills necessary for successful
employment regardless of the field of work they choose to go into.

      With the Chess Club, members have learned equally important skills. Chess Club members
come to understand that when playing chess, it challenges your brain to use logic, to
understand and develop pattern recognition. To make decisions tactfully, visually,
analytically, and to test their memory.

       Since the launching both clubs, I’ve had several St. John alumni catch up with me for a
visit and it really warmed my heart to hear them talk about all their good memories, good
times, and the fun we all had with the clubs.

       Now I look back and think about the last nine years of sponsoring the clubs with fondness.
I think about all the creative ideas club members brought and continue to bring. I think about
all the fantastic artistry I have seen throughout the years. I look back and remember listening
to the same nerdy discussions my friends and I had when we were teenagers.

      Yes, I said nerdy. We embraced our nerdom then and now that Pop Culture permeates
society and is predominantly accepted all around the world; We wholeheartedly, and proudly,
embrace the moniker of “Nerd”. Even celebrities like Mark Hamill, Angelina Jolie, Anna
Kendrick, Simon Pegg, Vin Diesel, Ariana Grande, and Lin-Manuel Miranda embrace being
nerds.

       Nerds shall inherit and, benevolently, rule the world. Unless we all become evil then we’ll
rule with an iron fist, but you’ll still get Taco Tuesday! Octopus tacos that is. Hey, I said we’d
be evil. MUAHAHAHA!

       Sorry, I went off on a slight ramble there. This self-proclaimed nerd tends to do that. 
So, my mission to create fun and happy memories to remind students of their time at St.
John-Hudson High school? I’d say mission accomplished.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1 0
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YEARBOOK 2022
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JH & HS Cheerleaders will have the
Manhatchet Throwing booth again during
the Jubilee on May 27th and May 28th in St
John Around the Square. 

JH & HS Cheerleaders will be selling
fireworks from June 30th thru July 4th at the
corner of 1st street and 281 Hwy.  Time is
unknown.

CHEER FUNDRAISER
e d i t e d  b y  J o r j a  B l a k e s l e e

CHEER NEWS

MORE THAN JUST A HOT MESS
b y  M r s .  B e h n k e

     The yearbook staff and graphics design classes
are busy finishing the 2022 "More Than a HOT
Mess" yearbook. The theme was chosen because
while this year had its ups and downs we also
have so many things to be grateful for and
celebrate. When you see Bailee Hudson be sure to
thank her. She had to build the cover twice due to
a technical hiccup. Thank you Bailee for your
grace and hussle! Yearbook staff includes Ryan
Eulenstein, Christian Trevino, Lochlyn Duntz,
and Bailee Hudson. Yearbook contributors:
Abigail Guillen, Morgan Gunter, Audrey
Willinger, Kyla Rodarmel, and Victor Rosales-
Ubanda. 

       Finally a thank you to all of the students, staff
and community members for contributing
content, we can't do this without your help.
Thank you to Mac Knight for taking on the duty
of sports pictures. A special thank you to Dick
Smith for your tireless and thoughtful coverage
of so many school events. Mr. Smith, you are a
community treasure. St. John has a summer
printing date. You will be able to pick up your
pre-ordered copy at enrollment. We always have
additional copies for sale too if you missed pre-
orders.



CLASSROOM HIGHLIGHTS
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Around Easter time, you may see children, as well as adults, running after each other with
colored eggs in their hands, which then explode into confetti when they hit their desired target.
These are called cascarones, or “confetti eggs”.  According to historians, cascarones originated in
China. It is rumored that Marco Polo first brought them to Italy, and on to Spain, and they
eventually made their way to the Americas. In the beginning, the eggs were quite elegant and
valuable; instead of confetti, they were filled with perfumed powders, making them popular with
high-society women.

They became quite popular in Mexico in the 1860s, after Emperor Maximiliano's wife, Carlotta,
introduced them to the country. In Mexico, the powders were replaced with confetti and given
their name "cascarones," the plural form of "cáscara," which means shell in Spanish.  

 Mrs. Mixon's Spanish classes decorated egg shells and participated in a traditional egg hunt.

A HISPANIC EASTER:  CASCARONES
b y  B r a n d o n  H e n k l e

SPANISH CLASS
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SPANISH CLASS
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TECH CLUB
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The Interactive Media class student, who are also Tech Club members, created digital media in
to be able to use in marketing for the new Tech Club fundraiser.  The Tech Club is selling really
cool mirror sunglasses in 3 different color-changing colors:  light blue / dark blue, orange /
yellow / red, and blue / green.  They have polarized lenses with UV400 protection.  The frames
are lightweight and the they have full front lens to create a frameless illusion.  The sunglasses are
only $5.00 but the Tech Club welcomes any extra donations.  The sunglasses were donated by
Mrs Mixon so the Tech Club receives 100% of sunglasses monetary donations.  There are only 50
sunglasses left in stock so get yours today!

TECH BRIGADE FUNDRAISER
b y  J o r j a  B .



CARNIVAL
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 2022 ST. JOHN TIGER
BASKETBALL CAMP
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES

ALL AGES.

LOTS OF
FUNDAMENTALS.
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CAREER DEVELOPMENT
JOB ATTAINMENT
JOB SURVIVAL
BASIC SKILLS
LEADERSHIP AND SELF-DEVELOPMENT
PERSONAL SKILLS 
Life Survival
Work Place
Economic Empowerment

      This time of year can be pretty exciting for students, teachers and parents (ok, maybe
a little stressful for everyone too). Students are finishing projects and assignments,
teachers are trying to finish out units and prepare for the final touches on the semester,
and parents are making plans for the summer with their kids at home. To me, it seems
like it was a long year that flew by really fast. A lot of great things were accomplished
this school year.

      So, what do principals do at the end of the school year? I feel the excitement of
closing out another successful year but I’m also excited to be looking forward to the
2022-2023 school year. There are several notable things happing next school year that I
think move us in the right direction in a lot of ways.

     One of the exciting things I want to mention is that we will be adding a JAG (Jobs for
American Graduates) program next year for half the school day. JAG is an organization
that is dedicated to helping young people graduate from high school and make
successful transitions to post-secondary education or meaningful employment. The
training for the students in those classes focuses on competencies in several different
clusters.  

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

      This program will definitely be a benefit to quite a few of our students. We will be
contacting students and parents who might qualify to take advantage of the JAG
program. I don’t have a timeline for that but hopefully it will be soon.

Our business department will also be showcasing some new projects. We will have a
student run bank in the school that will be operated in cooperation with SJN Bank of
Kansas. Students of all ages will be able to deposit into savings, earn interest, cash checks,
make change, withdraw money (if they have a balance on their account). The students
who are running the bank will also manage some of our activity accounts with oversight.

THIS TIME OF YEAR
b y  B l a i n  W h i t e ,  H S  P r i n c i p a l

C O N T I N U E D  O N  N E X T  P A G E
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      This has been an effective model in several schools around the state and teaches a lot of
valuable business and interpersonal skills. I believe that St. John High School will be the smallest
school in the state with this program.

     The business department is also planning on featuring a school store where students and
patrons will be able to purchase various school related items. They will also have a broadcasting
station complete with green-screen and broadcasting desk as well as quality camera and editing
equipment. We are looking for great things to come out of that. Tiger Coffee has been going
strong this semester with our FACS and Business classes and has been a huge hit with staff and
students. We will continue with that as well, and possibly grow it to a point that patrons can come
enjoy the coffee as well.

      Next year is our 3rd year of the house remodel with Mr. Moritz and the Residential Carpentry
class and we are hoping to complete that project by the end of the next school year. A lot of that
will depend on the ability to get the items we need, when we need them. When the house is close
to complete we will have an open house to show off the skills of our students who have worked
on it. Our plan is to sell the house and hopefully reinvest any profits to start a new project. In the
end, it is going to make a really nice home for someone in our community.

       We will also have a lot of other things going on in all areas and we are always looking for
ways to offer new things for our students. All of these programs should help prepare them for life
after high school whether students are planning on entering a technical field, go to college or go
directly into the workforce. With all that said, thank you to all who have helped make this a
successful school year. It takes everyone to educate students and we have an outstanding student
body, exceptionally focused staff, and one of the most supportive communities that I have been
involved in. Thank you everyone and I hope you have an enjoyable and blessed summer break.

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
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L i b r a r y  S t a f f
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505 N Broadway, St. John, KS 67576
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JOSH MEYER
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meyerj@usd350.com

PHONE

FAX

(620) 549 - 3564

(620) 549 - 3964
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ALISA FISHER

Board Clerk

fishera@usd350.com

ST. JOHN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Josh Meyer, Principal

Marla Irvine, Secretary

Blain White, Principal

Stephanie Smith, Secretary

Jennifer Fischer, Secretary

ST. JOHN JR / SR HIGH SCHOOL

(620) 549 - 3227, Phone

Laura Davis, Director

LIBRARY

Pat Crissman, Clerk

Our mission is to ensure that
students will find their

purpose and become
successful, lifelong learners

and positive contributors in a
changing world.

Lisa Cornwell, CTE Coordinator

SCHOOL NURSE

Mark Bryant, Clerk
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